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At least one-half of all violent crimes involve alcohol consumption by the perpetrator, the
victim, or both (Collins and Messerschmidt 1993). Sexual assault fits this pattern. Thus,
across the disparate populations studied, researchers consistently have found that
approximately one-half of all sexual assaults are committed by men who have been drinking
alcohol. Depending on the sample studied and the measures used, the estimates for alcohol
use among perpetrators have ranged from 34 to 74 percent (Abbey et al. 1994; Crowell and
Burgess 1996)
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Ethanol has a negative influence on brain structures which are responsible for sexual and
violent behavior. Alcohol consumption increases aggression, and in some people, sexual
desire and emotional instability.
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