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Mahasshil

Dayvanandys!
Contribution

Maharshi1 Dayanand Saraswati was one of
those great men to whom India owes a deep
debt of gratitude. By his deep learning, by
his lofty moral character, and by his steadfast
adherence to what he believed to be true, he
succeeded 1n changing the entire outlook of
the Hindu society of his times. Swami
Dayanand's contribution to religious,
philosophical, cultural, educational, social
and political thought form a great treasure to
the world's literature. He has given a new
meaning to human existence, and created
new 1deals for human achievements. Swami
Dayanand did his best to revive the old
cultural system of India, which had enriched
the world and given rise to many a new
cultural 1deal. It may rightly be termed and
mterpreted as the mother of the present day
cultures of the world.

For sometime past, however, there had been
a distinct deterioration of Indian culture. As
India had been a prey to foreign invaders,
who had directly or indirectly tried to
surpass her cultural 1deals; and secondly, in
the face of the more aggressive, dynamic,
vitalizing cultures of the West, it had lost
some of 1ts beauties and dignified aims and
mitated others by the law of conduct. Since
the advent of Swami Dayanand on the
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cultural and religious field, India is gradually
but surely reviving her lofty cultural ideals.
Swami Dayanand's clarion call of 'Back to
the Vedas' served as a check to the fatal
headlong wave of materialization, and blind
imitation of the unreal Western civilization,
which had caught hold of the educated
youths of this country. In the mean while, a
positive appeal to the great religion of the
Vedas, the subtle but elevating philosophy
of the sacred Upanishads, the immortal and
excellent verses of the Bhagavad Gita,
Ramayana, Mahabharata, etc. so forcibly
made by Swami Dayanand that produced
the desired effect on the flexible minds of
the Indian youths, 1.e. both young boys and
girls. Swami Dayanand, by explaming the
Vedas 1n their true sense, has revived the
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completely Indian Culture, glorified and
made bright the name of India before the
eminent and general Research oriented
scholars of modern days. His interpretation
of the Vedas and the revival of Indian
Culture have really opened the eyes of the
Western World and led them to admit the
supertority and sublimity of Indian Culture.
The oldest, the most simple, form of faith
finds its expression in the Vedas. Without
the Vedas, the new moral teachings of Lord
Buddha would have not been possible. The
Veda by its language and thought supplies
that distant background 1n the history of all
the religions of the world, which was missed
by every careful observer. According to
Prof. Roth, a renowned Sanskrit scholar,
“the most ancient record of human
cwvilization, literature and Religion are the
Vedas.”

Another Western scholar Prof. Max Miiller,
who called the Vedas as 'pastoral songs' in
1873 A.D., changed his negative views
regarding Vedas and its subject matters. In
his book, viz. 'India what can it T'each us', he
speaks about the Vedic Culture as follows:
“Vedic Iiterature opens to us a chamber 1n
the education of human race to which we
can find no parallel any where else.
Whoever cares for the historical growth of
our language and thought; Whoever cares
for the first intelligible development of
religion and mythology; whoever cares for
the first foundation of science, astronomy,
grammar, and etymology; whoever cares for
the first mmtimation of the philosophical
thoughts, for the attempt at regulating family
life as founded on religion, ceremonials,
traditions and contract must in future pay
full attention to the study of Vedic
literature.”

It was Swami Dayanand, who revived the
learning of Hindi and Sanskrit and their use
i speaking and writing. Dayanand placed

the so-called 'dead language' - Sanskrit, the
treasure, store, and mine of ancient Indian
lore, on the high pedestal of foundation-
head of all the Modern languages of the
World. Besides, Swami Dayanand was a
pioneer In the renaissance movement in
India. Nationalism, Swadeshi movement,
Widow- marriage, Female education, Care
of the orphans, National education,
Conversion of non-Hindus to Hinduism,
Patriotism, the Dissemination of Vedic
principles, Ideals and Culture, all owe a
great deal to him.

In addition to these, Swami Dayanand's
writings and his active participation in the
process of regeneration and rejuvenation of
India have become a source of inspiration to
his fellow citizens in their struggles for
National emancipation and cultural
advancement. Swami Dayanand 1s mn-fact a
leader of humanity; and his unique
contribution to the culture stands out as a
great landmark 1n human progress.
However, by interpreting the Vedas in their
true light, he exhorted the educated and the
learned to develop the arts, crafts, industries
and sciences. He raised ethical and moral
standards by making a strong and bold stand
for the week, by dispelling their fears and
misgivings, and above all, by enabling the
people to develop their spiritual nature and
reach the goal of emancipation. Swami
Dayanand, a man of action, looked upon life
as a combat, faced opposition steadfastly,
hated mere talk, praised energetic action,
and gave an impetus to the people, which are
visible in so many departments of National
life today. In a true sense, Swami Dayanand
wanted to change the mind as well as the hife
style of the people of this country and even
of the whole world. He really interested to
reform the mind of the people. Hence, he
desired to see every man as a noble one and
even stressed to change the attitude of the
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people for his all round development and
true prosperity in the society. He wanted to
civilize or Aryanise the world.

According to him, one should be a true Arya
ornoble one to live properly in the society.

It means, he who 1s worthy to be approached
for help in trouble, and whom people mn
distress run for relief there form—he is Arya.
The self-denying, other- helping,
philanthropic person is the true Arya. By
saying repeatedly, the Vedic mantra ‘sguar=r
fagaq s, Dayanand was stressing for
mental as well as cultural development of the
people. He was very keen to see that every
person should develop mentally, physically
and culturally for building a new and
modern society. It 1s true that Swami
Dayanand wanted to realize the ideal of
unifying India nationally, socially and
religiously. To make Indians in one nation,
he thought 1t was necessary to free it from
foreign rule. In order to make the people of
India socially one, he wanted to eliminate
the differences of caste and class. To make
India religiously one, he desired to
substitute his Vedic rehigion prevalent in
India. To see all castes under one umbrella,
he established the Arya Samaj in 1975 A.D.
This society of the Aryas started for the
revival and propagation of the oldest religion
mn the world, the Vedic Dharma. Regarding
Dharma Swami Dayanand says: “that which
1s devoid of partiality, which inculcates
justice and equality, which teaches
truthfulness of thought, speech and deed, in
a word, that which 1s in conformity with the
will of God as embodied in the Vedas, even
that I call Dharma."

He always mspired the people by removing
social allments from the body politic and
proclaiming glad news of the Vedas—the
only revealed work of the God and of true
knowledge to all. For him it made no
difference whether a man was born in a good

or bad family. He wanted to knit the world in
ties of common unity. Therefore, the Arya
Samaj and its democratic constitution grew
out of the positive feelings of Swamui
Dayanand for the common people. Even
the problem of International peace 1s the
problem of expanding the era of love and
social unity. The principle of “agga
spereRd, of the consciousness of humanity
and Internationalism 1n its practical aspect,
1s one of the Dayanand's greatest
contributions to modern thought. Swami
Dayanand firmly believed that the four
Vedas, 1.e. the Sanhitas onlywere the
revealed books, meant for the welfare of the
whole world. He held this view on the
authority of the Vedas themselves. As said in
the Yajurveda-

AT ATl SheATU T ST |
FENS-ATSAISIGE ety o w&E aRund = |
e T e TaRe |

STATETE W ShTH: WA HIar =g ||

The great Swami Dayanand asserted, clearly
says that 'this' VAc, i.e. the Sacred Vedas was
meant for every human-being.
Furthermore, to him the Gayatri -mantra
was meant for all mankind, including
women, who, he held, were equally entitled
to become brahmacari/ies and to read and
even teach the Vedas. His positive views
about this question pertinently seen in the
Smét tradition as:

TSR T TRIUT STasI-ET o |
SIS A B = a2 | |

A reformer of such ideas could not but be a
staunch supporter of female education and
Swami Dayanand's advocacy of the cause 1s
well known. He was totally against of child
marriage, which, on the authority of the
Regveda, he held to be un-Aryan. For him,
and rightly, there was no dharma higher than
falsehood-

AfE WAt U £, AT Utk Ut |

The quintessence of Indo-Aryan Culture in




the eyes of Swami Dayanand was as under:
fregifafguratgarega—g

e : FATIOIII] Tesq AT A |

ST AT HRUTHE A= &

I LT UfareleTt-a ug - &M 1|

It means, whether he upbraided or praised,
whether he dies or lives, a true Arya or a
noble person never deviates from the path
of rnighteousness through out his life. It was
for this very principle that he sacrificed his
noble life. Verily, the definition of deva he
has put down himself, 1s applicable to him.
An embodiment of Brahmacarya and an
undaunted preacher of Dharma, Swam
Dayanand was throughout his career an
excellent 1llustration of the true Indian or
Aryan Culture. However, his burning and
unparallel love for his country, his erudition,
indefatigable labour, physical strength,
fearlessness, dauntless spirit, nvincible faith
m the grandeur and loftiness of Vedic
culture, passion for Swarajya and
emancipation from intellectual, social and
political bondage, love for truth and
humanity, are traits, which serve as a model
for the Indians in their onward path of
resuscitation.

Before concluding, I would like to quote the
words of Prof. R.L.. Turner regarding Swami
Dayanand's contribution to Indian Culture
as:

“Whatever one may think of correctness of
or otherwise of Swami Dayanand's
mterpretation of many Vedic passages, one
cannot withheld one's admiration for a man
whose work perhaps more than that of any
other mdividual has helped to make India
conscious of itself as a unity with some
distinctive contribution to make the Culture

of the World as a whole. spuar=t fargmmin |

- Dr. Narasingha Charan Panda
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