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The revolution began in 1775 when a group
of 13 English colonies revolted against the
mother country and the year later their
independence.

The founder fathers said:

“we hold these truths to be self evident
that all men are created equal that they
are endowed by their creator with certain
unalienable right. That among these are
life, liberty and pursuit of happiness”.
Again in the independence charter of U.S.A.
itis written-

“The American experience has shown that
democracy is a way of life and a system of
government by which men can co-
operativly build a strong structure
providing a high standard of living for
the citizen and at the same time preserve
the right and dignity of the individual.”
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Manusmrti and its relevance 'i'
in today's life

The Vedas have been firmly established as the
oldest knowledge known to us. The teachings
of'sage Manu are based on Vedic principles. The
Vedas do not contain any reference to any place,
person or event. Teachings of the Vedas are
purely the principles laid down to make our
lives better. In the early periods of human
civilization, at some point a need was felt to
create guidelines for the proper functioning of
an individual, a family and humanity at large.
Sage SvayambhuvaManu, considered the most
stable and wise man of his time, was approached
to formulate such guidelines. He was a son of
Brahma, considered to be the sage who
propagated the Vedas into the society. The
Vaivasvata Manu was the descendant of
Svayambhuva Manu.

In San skrta literature, a description of seven

Prajapati, or the leaders of early society who
guided social functioning, has been found. In
the same dynasty, somewhere along the line,
Iksavaku was the ruler and he may have started
the Dynasty which came be known as the Sun
Dynasty or the Saryavar st,. It is the same

dynasty in which S$rT Rama and Si7 Kima were

born. The name Manu became so prestigious
and famous that the entire humanity has become
known as Manava, or human.

The word Manu or name close to it has also been
used in various other languages such as ‘man’ in
English, ‘mann’ in German, ‘mynos’ in Greek,
etc. Several Western authors, including
Manning in his writings, “The story of medieval
and ancient India”, have commented that Manu
is the father of mankind. It is clear from the
ancient literature and inscriptions found in
Greece, Iran, Cambodia, etc. that they
considered Manu to be their ancestor as well.
Greek literature gives a reference to the sun
dynasty as well. Cambodia has been referred to
by the name “Kambuj” in Samskrta literature.
InThailand, even today, reference to S1T Rama

- Dr. Ramesh Gupta :
and Sri Ramayana is very prevalent such as in

the names of the rulers, roadsand cultural shows
toname a few.

The sage Manu took Vedas as the sole source of
his teachings. Nowhere in the Vedas there is
any mention of caste system or negative
comments about women. Teachings of
Manusmrti have been referred to in Ramayana,
Mahabharata and Brahmana literature. This

clearly makes Manusmrti as the oldest source
of knowledge after the Vedas, obviously
predating all other scriptures. There are two
schools of thought on the origin of Vedas. One is
that the Vedas was the knowledge given to four
deeply meditating rsis, Agni, Vayu, Aditya and
Angira, who then decoded the knowledge to
form the 4 Vedas. The other school of thought is
that Vedas were a human creation. It is clear
however that irrespective of whether the Vedas
were of human creation or knowledge given by
God, this seems to have been the earliest
knowledge known to humanity. There is no
reference to any name, place or a person in the
Vedas. The Manusmrii was created after that,

followed by Brahmana, Aranyaka, Upanirad,

the 6 books of philosophy, Ramayana, and Gita
in that order. In Ramayana, King Bali was killed
by an arrow by Sri Rama. While dying, Bali
questioned “why have you shot me, what have I
done wrong to you”. In that situation, SrT Rama
gave a reference to the teachings of Manusmirii,

in which a $loka with the exact same statement
has been found.

The Manusmrti, which is available at present,
contains many contradictory statements. This
has resulted in a great deal of misunderstanding
and misrepresentation of the teachings of Manu.
Over the periods of time, many scholars
including Balluck Bhatt have agreed that
there are about 200 shlokas which have been
added in the original text over the period of
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time. This adulteration has done tremendous
injustice to the original intent of Sage Manu.
This has made sage Manu appear as if he was
trying to divide the society on the basis of caste
and gender. This adulteration is similar to what
has been done in Mahabharata, Gita, and
Ramayana. Vedic scholars tried hard to bring

back the reality and glory of teachings of
Manusmrti. Several arguments have been put
forward to explain that there has been
adulteration in Manu Smriti by various people
throughout history to put their own ideology in a
famous and popular scripture.

Adulterations include:

1. Subject matter: Intermixed with the main
subject matter are discussions about completely
unrelated topics. Here are some examples:

a. There is description of creation the way it
should be and then it is stated that Brahma was
born and hatched from an egg and then he in turn
created the universe.

b. At places, Manu has been praised a lot and in
other shlokas, there is systematic criticism of
Sage Manu.

c. The Manusmriti has followed the Vedic
teachings and has described the 16 sanskars and
4 stages of life appropriately. It is mentioned
that a Brahmachari is supposed to live in a
Gurukul away from home. There is, however, a
shlokha that advises the Brahmachari to bow to
parents and all family elders both morning and
evening. Since the Brahmachari is already away
from home, this is nonsensical as he does not
have parents present there to bow to.

d. The age of marriage is to be upon attainment
of adulthood and in another place, it is
mentioned that a 24 yr. old man should marry an
8 yrold girl.

e. If a Brahmin is married to a Brahmin girl and
son is born, he gets 4 parts of property, if son is
born from Kshatriya mother, 3 parts, if from a
Vaishya mother, 2 parts and if from a shudra
mother, 1 part. This makes no sense what so
ever.

2. Contradictory statements: While Manu is
emphasizing and recognizing certain dogma or
ideology at a given place in the text, the same
ideology has been followed by a contradictory
in the shloka. For example; while discussing
that if a married couple cannot have children

then the woman with the consent of her
husband, can conceive with the brother in law,
next to it is a statement made that doing so is not
allowed. Similarly, while the text clearly
emphasizes nonviolence, consumption of meat
isadvocated at another place in the text.

3. Repetition of topics: There is repetition of
topics, some appearing several times.

4. Style: Each author has his/her style. One can
clearly see at many places that some shlokas
which don't seem match with Manu's style and
intentions. The original Manusmriti seems to

have been in the form of discourses or lectures
rather than an essay or simple book. It appears
that some other scholar such as Bhrgu or some

other follower of Sage Manu have integrated
other material in the book. This conclusion
seems logical since in the very beginning of the
book,it is mentioned that the some wise men got
together and asked Manu ji to explain about life.
There is a subsequent statement that after
educating Bhigu,Manu ji said that “now Bhrgu

will explain you the whole subject. This seems
to be an adulteration.
5. Baseless arguments: There is a §loka that if a

person urinates while facing sun, moon, cow,
water, fire, air or a Brahmin he/she will lose
his/her intellect.

6. Exaggerations: It is mentioned that even the
thought of trying to kill a Brahmin will go to hell
for 100 yrs. and if a person actually kills a
Brahmin, he/she will be in hell for 1000 yrs.

7. Favoritism: Brahmins are favored at many
places in the text available at present. It is
mentioned in one $loka that a 10 year old
Brahmin will be like a father to even a 100 year
old person of any other Varna (caste).

8. Against the Vaidik (Vedic) principles:
although it is clear that Manu ji firmly followed
the Vaidik (Vedic) principles, there are many
slokas which are contradictory to that ideology,
for example, there is mention at places that
women and Siidras shouldn't be allowed to
recite Vaidik (Vedic) mantras and study Vaidik
(Vedic) texts. This is quite against what has been
propagated by the Vedas.

To be continued

M.D., FA.C.P., FA.C.G.
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